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GENRE: War/drama book adaptation based on a true story 
FORMAT: 120-minute feature film, $19MM estimated budget 

COMPARABLE FEATURES: Platoon, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest,  
COMPARABLE SERIES: Band of Brothers, Homecoming 

A 7-part limited series that further expands this story is available upon request.

C A P TA I N  F O R  D A R K  M O R N I N G S

Throughout history, the brutal scars of war have been laid bare before us, while the silent turmoil of a soldier's mind 
has remained hidden in the shadows. But in the chaos of Vietnam, in 1970, a young visionary made a daring pledge 

to bring that inner suffering to light. Captain Shad Meshad, the youngest officer in the US military at the time, 
embarked on a groundbreaking oddessy: to give a voice to those haunted by what would later be known as PTSD. 

With unmatched courage, he plunged into the heart of battle - not just on the frontlines, but within the very souls of 
the soldiers, determined to expose and confront the pain lurking deep inside. 

Based on the acclaimed true story and adapted from the popular book, Captain for Dark Mornings is a visceral, 
unflinching portrait of resilience, redemption, and the relentless pursuit to heal the invisible scars of combat.  

A portion of the proceeds pledged to the National Veterans Foundation NFV.org
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A m i d  t h e  u n s p e a k a b l e  
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“CAPTAIN FOR DARK MORNINGS’ is an 
important, powerful and big brilliant 
film.  It deserves to get made.  I would 
be honored to be a part of it.  It’s 
Spielberg level material”. 

- Martin Sheen,  EMMY, SAG, Golden Globe winning Actor 
-

WHY THIS FILM NOW? 
In a world teetering on the edge of new wars while still haunted 
by the last ones, Captain for Dark Mornings arrives as a timely 
reckoning. With global conflict escalating, mental health crises 
surging, and veterans still falling through the cracks, this story - 
based on the real-life journey of a soldier who defied the system 
to heal the broken - is more urgent than ever. It speaks not only 
to the cost of war, but to the quiet, relentless battle fought after 
the gunfire fades from the man who discovered what PTSD really 
is - from its onset. 

In telling Shad Meshad’s raw and redemptive journey, the film 
offers a mirror to the present—and a reminder that moral 
courage can still change lives.



F I L M  S Y N O P S I S  
Psych Officer Shad Meshad is the CAPTAIN FOR DARK MORNINGS…the youngest captain to return from Vietnam, 
haunted by the horrors he witnessed.  Searching for purpose among the burned-out encampments of Venice Beach, 
where homeless Vietnam veterans struggle to survive, Shad is thrust back into memory - forced to relive that harrowing 
year and confront the devastating reality of PTSD as he searches for new ways to heal the broken. 

Reeling from a suicide bombing that nearly killed him, Shad arrives at the 95th Evac Hospital in Da Nang. On his first night, 
chaos engulfs him: heroic doctors and nurses triage waves of shattered soldiers while Shad, trembling in the sweltering 
heat, must do the unthinkable…sort the living from the dead. Placing dog tags in the mouths of fallen boys, zipping their 
mangled bodies into bags, he descends into a nightmarish reality that will haunt him forever. 

Amid the carnage of his year in Vietnam, Shad recognizes patterns of trauma the military refuses to acknowledge. Guided 
only by instinct, compassion, and improvisation, he pioneers his methods that will become the foundation of modern 
PTSD treatment. His defiance puts him in direct conflict with command, yet the soldiers who entrust him with their pain 
begin to show the first signs of healing - proof that change is possible, even in the darkness of war. 

The relentless tide of suffering drives Shad to become a confidant for soldiers consumed by fear and guilt- like Bobby 
Timmons, a farm boy unraveling under the weight of war. Shad fights to save him, but when Colonel Bratmann dismisses 
Timmons’ anguish and forces him back to the frontlines, tragedy erupts. Pushed past breaking, Timmons kills Bratmann 
with a grenade and maims himself. Begging Shad to end his life, he takes his own when Shad refuses…leaving Shad 
haunted by the boy he could not save. 

Disillusioned by command and scarred by the senseless brutality, Shad returns home to a nation that greets its soldiers 
with jeers of “murderers” and “baby killers.” Outraged, he vows to fight for his fellow veterans. His encounters on the 
streets of Venice Beach ignite a lifelong mission: to bring hope to the lost, and to confront a society blind to the unseen 
wounds of war.
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“AN ABSOLUTELY SMASHING REAL-LIFE STORY...” 
S.L. Stebel, Two-Time Bestselling Author 

“FANTASTIC...”  
Ron Kovic, Bestselling Author  
“Born On The Fourth of July” 

“ENORMOUSLY EXCITING...” 
Jon Voight, Academy Award Winner 

“THE BEST BOOK ON VIETNAM...” 
Max Cleland, Former Administrator of The VA 

“CANDID AND ENGAGING...” 
Walter H. Capps, Author “The Unfinished War” 

“POWERFUL AND COMPASSIONATE...” 
Al Santoni, Bestselling Author “Everything We Had” 

✯✯✯✯✯ 
“VALUABLE LESSONS ABOUT DUTY, HONOR AND COMMITMENT TO 

WORK.” 
 Professor Figley - Amazon 

“SHAD CAPTURES THE ESSENCE OF OUR SHARED EXPERIENCES 
WITH RAW AUTHENTICITY” 

Eliz - Amazon

SCOTT MCCULLOUGH |  CAPTAIN FOR DARK MORNINGS feature   ©2025 PROTECTED AND CONFIDENTIAL |  PAGE 5

C
a
p
t
a
in

 f
o
r
d
a
r
k
 m

o
r
n
in

g
s

S
h
a
d
 
m
e
s
h
a
d

Captain for Dark Mornings is the poignant story of not only the war in Vietnam, but

the untold story of the effects of that war on the thousands of Vietnam veterans and

their loved ones.

Captain for Dark Mornings is told through the experiences of a psych officer, Shad

Meshad, who brilliantly unravels the complexities which confronted the young men

and women who fought in Vietnam.

It was 1970 and by then Vietnam was as much a state of mind as a place. A troubled

state of mind. Above the genuine reaction to the horror and danger of actual warfare,

there were severe internal problems: drugs, racial tensions, low morale, fraggings

and alienation. The Army met this mad disorder with mad order—an increase in

regulations. The more out-of-control the war became for the young Americans

fighting it, the harder regs clamped down. As a psych officer, Meshad dealt with the

fallout at the 95th Evac Hospital in Danang and at the fire bases he choppered off to.

Meshad has recreated a gripping true-life story that has the compelling drama of

Deer Hunter, the tragedy of Born on the Fourth of July, the candor of Apocalypse Now,

and the searing indictment of Platoon and Full Metal Jacket. The reader will

experience a shocking firsthand account of the insanity of that war and why the

current Vietnam-related problems still have not been resolved for thousands of

Americans who were there over 50 years ago.  Readjustment back to civilian life for

combat vets looks the same now as it did then, before PTSD was recognized.

Those who have wondered what the traumas of war are really like will find Captain
for Dark Mornings engrossing and profoundly humanistic. It is a book which

celebrates the resilience of man’s spirit and his never-ending search for dignity and

a sense of self-esteem.

Shad Meshad lives in Los Angeles, California. He is the President of

the National Veterans Foundation, which he founded in 1985. An

advocate for veterans for over 50 years, Meshad is involved

nationally and internationally as a consultant, lecturer and trainer

on veterans readjustment problems and programs. He is currently

working on a second book which deals with veterans on the streets

of America from the 1970s to the present-day, with a focus on vets

of past and recent wars.

All proceeds from the sales of this book will go to
support the National Veterans Foundation.



PAX MENTIS 
“Peace of Mind”

Floyd “Shad” Meshad’s mantra - piece of mind - echoes 
throughout his extraordinary journey, which began in the heart of 
1970s Vietnam. As the youngest Captain in the military at the 
time, Shad served as a Psychological Officer to the wounded, the 
embattled, and the forgotten. 

He wore many hats: therapist, chaplain, soldier, confidant, 
mortician, and body bagger. In a war that stripped so many of 
their humanity, Shad met the dying with dignity and stood up for 
the broken with unwavering respect. 

But even in the darkest hours, he carved out space for light. From 
wild escapades at the 95th Evacuation Hospital to rescuing 
orphaned babies he “bought” in Saigon for a dollar, Shad became 
both an instigator of chaos and a pillar of compassion. Where war 
often revealed the worst in people, Shad delivered his best—
offering peace of mind where none could be found. 

His reverence for the nurses and medical teams around him 
transcended rank and battlefield, forming bonds of mutual 
strength, trust, and grace.
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UNDENIABLE. UNFORGETTABLE. UNTOLD.
CAPTAIN FOR DARK MORNINGS isn’t just a war film—it’s a raw, unfiltered descent into the chaos of 
Vietnam, a conflict that fractured a nation and broke its soldiers. Behind the combat lies a deeper 
war: crime, racism, rape, desertion, and fragging—soldiers turning on their own officers—paint a 
grim portrait of unraveling command and collapsing morale. 

Through the eyes of Captain Shad Meshad, we witness not just the trauma of battle, but the silent 
suffering that followed. A medic of the mind, Shad saw what others ignored. Long before “PTSD” 
had a name, he recognized the invisible wounds of war—and dared to treat them. 

This is a story of resistance—not only to the enemy, but to a military culture that punished empathy. 
With gallows humor and fearless determination, Shad challenged broken systems, advocated for 
his brothers-in-arms, and even faced a court-martial—over something as trivial as a mustache. 

Infused with dark wit and relentless humanity, CAPTAIN FOR DARK MORNINGS is both a character 
study and a battle cry. It honors one man’s mission to heal the unseen—and his refusal to let the war 
have the final word. Shad still fights today. Because every man and woman still counts.
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KEY DIFFERENTIATORS from 
VIETNAM NARRATIVES OF THE PAST 

• A gripping, psychological exploration of one of history's most misinterpreted 
conflicts: the Vietnam War. 

• Adapted from the acclaimed true story of Shad Meshad, a Psychological Officer 
in the trenches, this narrative delves into the roots of PTSD and the 
groundbreaking treatments pioneered in the field. 

• A female screenwriter brings a fresh voice to the tale, emphasizing the often-
overlooked experiences of nurses who served in Vietnam. 

• The film exposes the rigid, war-driven commanders and their crippling impact on 
soldier morale. 

• Since the war, Meshad and the National Veterans Foundation have supported 
over 500,000 veterans and their families from all conflicts. 

• Relevant now and likely forever, Captain For Dark Mornings confronts the deep-
seated traumas warriors carry and poses a haunting question: Will we ever 
learn? 

• Racism, drug addiction, and "fragging"—the killing of commanding officers—took 
place in silence, but their implications resonate loudly.
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“‘captain for dark mornings’ is an important, powerful and 
brilliant story.  It deserves to get made. I would be honored to be 

a part of it. The script’s Spielberg level material.” 
Emmy and Golden Globe winning Actor and Veteran’s Advocate 

Pledged attachment to the picture.

‘captain for dark mornings’ is superb.  The more I think about it, 
including re reading some reactions, the more it stays with me…
always a sign of a worthwhile book. 
Anchorman and Managing Editor - CBS Evening News ’81-’06 
Seven-time Peabody Award Winner, Emmy Lifetime Award

MARTIN SHEEN 
SCREENPLAY REVIEW

DAN RATHER 
BOOK REVIEW

OLIVER STONE 
SCREENPLAY REVIEW

“‘captain for dark mornings’ IS GREAT. WOULD BE GREAT FOR HBO OR NETFLIX.” 
film director, producer, and screenwriter 
Platoon, Wall Street, JFK,   
Winner of 4 Academy Awards 
Winner of 5 Golden Globes, and more 
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THE WORLD
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CINEMATIC  STYLE / TONE



CINEMATIC  STYLE / TONE
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MAJOR CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS - PART ONE 
CAPTAIN FLOYD “SHAD” MESHAD 
Shad enlists when he could have had a much safer job due to his education.  Assigned to the 95th 
Evac Hospital as a Psychological Officer, Shad, at 25, is the youngest officer in Vietnam and develops 
his own methods to help Soldiers with what will later be called PTSD. Shad is exhausted by the 
never-ending line of Soldiers who talk with him about their unimaginable experiences. Wanting to 
help them all, he’s overcome by his inability to help and ends up experiencing his own PTSD. But the 
experience will set Shad on his lifelong path to help those affected by the horrors of war.	
  
CORPORAL BOBBY TIMMONS 
A farm boy from Iowa, Timmons, 19, is an animal lover and mellow soul. The boy represents every 
man suffering from the unseen wounds of war. Unable to fathom the loss of his entire platoon, he 
tries to grit through it, but denied rest and help from Colonel Plummer, becomes a casualty that 
Shad does everything for, but can’t save. It’s the Bobbys’ of the world that put Shad on a course that 
will ultimately help hundreds of thousands of Veterans from all wars.  

COLONEL BANKS 
A fair man and father figure for Shad, Banks believes in Shad’s methods and gives him the latitude he 
needs to help soldiers with PTSD. Banks is Head of Medical Services for One and Two Corps. When 
Banks is discharged and sent home, Shad is left without a mentor and advocate and will be forced to 
fight with all he’s got for his patients’ rights.
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MAJOR CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS - PART TWO 
COLONEL PLUMMER 
In charge of a large military base, Plummer is an advocate of war and drives his men too far in an 
effort to achieve his personal goals. Hearing rampant complaints about the base, Banks sends Shad 
to interview people and learns the problem is Plummer. Here Shad meets Bobby Timmons after the 
decimation of Timmons’ platoon. Shad pleads for Plummer to send Timmons home or at least allow 
him R and R. But Plummer sees it as Shad ‘coddling’ the boy. This pits Shad and Plummer against 
each other and starts a rivalry that will follow Shad through his tour.   

MAJOR ELAINE SWANSON 
A combat nurse who is calm in the face of chaos, Elaine helps Shad stay grounded.  Shad falls for her 
immediately and she for him, but Elaine is married and the relationship can never be. Shad would 
give anything to be with her, but he’s a gentleman and won’t go there. Elaine helps Shad see that 
he’s fighting the good fight.	

JIM WILTON  
A rebel from Missouri, Wilton is a JAG Officer at Camp Horn, who’s in charge of hearing fragging 
cases and other serious crimes.  He and Shad become fast friends when Shad visits him to file 
patient reports, including one for a fragging. Down the road, Wilton will defend Shad in a case that 
will eventually cost Shad his position at the 95th. 

LIEUTENANT BOB FRANCO 
A New York Italian with a heavy Brooklyn accent, Franco is the kind of leader everyone wants. Always 
looking out for his men, Franco would never ask them to do anything he wouldn’t do himself. He too 
is a little bit in love with Elaine, but is indebted to her for the introduction to Shad and being the 
catalyst for their lifelong friendship.  
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The 95th EVAC, 1970 - LOCATION REFERENCEs
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FULL LOCATION BOOK AVAILABLE



9 5 t h  E va c  H o s p i ta l  L AY O U T  -  D a  n a n g ,  V i e t n a m ,  1 9 7 0  
L o c at i o n  r e f e r e n c e s  a r e  ava i l a b l e  u p o n  r e q u e s t
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INCENTIVES AND SHOOT LOCATIONS  (Thailand/Los Angeles) 

Attractive cost incentives in Thailand make it the ideal location for this film. Our set design 
focuses on creating detailed, partial sets authentic to China Beach aided by CGI set extensions - 
such as mountains, atmospheric elements, and helicopters—used to authentically recreate the 
95th Evac Hospital. This approach prioritizes realism, allowing us to capture raw, visceral 
moments through minimal stage shooting and strong military support. Bangkok offers street 
architecture that still reflects the look of 1970s Saigon, while Los Angeles will host key scenes, 
including Helicopter crash, 1973 burnt-down POP Pier (with partial sets with LED Unreal Engine 
technology), Oakland processing and riots, courtroom and JAG office scenes. 

THAILAND INCENTIVES 
Current exchange rate: 1 USD = 33.98 THB (as of 02/02/25). A cash rebate of up to 20% is 
available. Although not the only option, Benetone Films is well-equipped to assist qualified 
productions in securing funding for global shoots and provided a detail budget for Below the 
Line costs. Our international reach allows us to offer multi-jurisdictional advice to major studios, 
television production companies, and financiers on project structuring. We work closely with 
clients to identify opportunities across various territories, helping maximize available incentives, 
as demonstrated in productions like The Beach, The Impossible, and Air America. 

The initial estimate for 33 days of filming—including 30% partial set builds and all in-country 
location shoots—is $5.7 million USD. Production services will be provided by an experienced 
Thailand-based production company with decades of expertise and full support pledged.



VIETNAM 1970

BANGKOK TODAY

BANGKOK TODAY

BANGKOK TODAY

VIETNAM 1970
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT - SCOTT MCCULLOUGH, dga 
When Shad Meshad entrusted me with his story, I knew immediately this was more than a war narrative - it 
was a chance to explore the soul of a man who refused to surrender his humanity, even in humanity’s darkest 
hour. As the director of Captain for Dark Mornings (CFDM), I see this project not just as a film, but as a 
profound responsibility to honor a life lived in relentless service to others. 

I’m drawn to stories that challenge perceptions, that crack through the noise with truth and emotional 
urgency. CFDM is exactly that. It’s not just about Vietnam. It’s about what it means to stand for something 
when everything around you is falling apart. It’s about moral courage, radical empathy, and the cost of bearing 
witness. 

This is not a sanitized war film. CFDM will be a visceral, immersive experience - unflinching and intimate. We 
will walk beside Shad through blood-soaked tents, bureaucratic absurdities, moments of levity, and crushing 
moral dilemmas. The visual language will reflect the chaos and contradictions of the era: brutal and beautiful, 
haunting and hopeful. Inspired by Shad’s own gallows humor and emotional resilience, the tone will ride the 
razor’s edge between trauma and catharsis. 

As a filmmaker, my commitment is to honor the psychological nuance of Shad’s journey—his rebellion, his 
compassion, his unshakable belief in the value of every human life. His story speaks to what we’ve too often 
missed in tales of war: the fight to preserve the mind and soul long after the bullets stop. 

This film will resonate deeply because Shad is not just a hero—he’s a mirror to every soldier who came home 
changed, every medic who carried unseen scars, every human who has had to find meaning in the aftermath. 

Captain for Dark Mornings is more than timely - it’s necessary. And I’m honored to bring it to the screen with 
the cinematic intensity, emotional depth, and authenticity it deserves. 

SCOTT MCCULLOUGH |  CAPTAIN FOR DARK MORNINGS feature   ©2025 PROTECTED AND CONFIDENTIAL |  PAGE 18



SCOTT MCCULLOUGH |  CAPTAIN FOR DARK MORNINGS feature   ©2025 PROTECTED AND CONFIDENTIAL |  PAGE 19

DIRECTOR SELECTED ENDORSEMENTS 
“Scott McCullough has shown that he’s an exceptional filmmaker. He can make a film that drags the audience into a new 
world, a bleak world filled with tired, beaten-down characters who are stuck in a meaningless circle, and he narrates a thrilling 
story that keeps you on your feet....McCullough is a filmmaker with a future to look forward to, as he has shown what he can 
do in this limited format and hints that he will be even more successful with his upcoming feature films.”  
FullShot Cine Mag review  

“Suspenseful, thrilling and equally intriguing, Three Days Gone is not your usual run-of-the-mill film. It combines a 
spectacular plot with the directing expertise of Scott McCullough to deliver a powerfully evocative director’s cut that keeps 
you on the edge of your seat...McCullough expertly delivers the plot-line in morsels and crumbs, strategically leaving the 
viewer to piece together the complex web of murder, violence and betrayal in the film.”  
Indie Film Critics review  

“As a colleague with whom I’ve had one of the best, most professional and creative collaborations of my filmmaking career, 
Scott McCullough, always devoted and prepared, made himself invaluable in every aspect of the production and 
postproduction periods. His command of both the big picture and the smallest detail gave him the ability to bring out the 
very best at any given moment. He is brilliant. He’s passionate. He’s personable. He gets things done right.”  
Howard E. Smith ACE, Editor - Glengarry Glen Ross, Strange Days, The Abyss  

“I see in Scott McCullough what top directors implement and practice. He has commitment to professionalism and respects 
our business and his colleagues with true collaborative flair...I am excited and confident in working with Scott and have all the 
faith he will deliver on any project he chooses to take on.”  
Ralph Winter, Producer - X2: X-Men United, Altered Carbon, Planet of the Apes  

“If Scott’s in the room…he’s working for me.” 
Prince , Music Icon (Academy Award, Grammy, Peoples Choice and Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Honoree

“
”



SCOTT MCCULLOUGH DGA, VES  DIRECTOR
Scott McCullough is a 215-time award-winning director known for his high-end 
commercials and cinematic storytelling. Named one of the “Top Ten Innovative Minds 
Disrupting The Entertainment Space” by LA Weekly, Scott has cemented his place as a 
creative force in the industry. His contributions to the 2025 Grammy-nominated historical 
album "Super Deluxe Edition Box Set - Diamonds and Pearls" include his work as director/
cinematographer for the acclaimed concert film "Prince Live at Glam Slam." Released by 
Sony and Warner Bros. on Blu-ray, the film has been hailed as "Sensational" (NPG/Warner), 
"Superb" (Classic Pop), and "the real prize of the set" (The Current). 

A frequent collaborator with Prince during the pinnacle of the artist's career, Scott elevated music videos and home 
releases to unprecedented levels of visual excellence. His work includes multiple RIAA-awarded titles such as "Gett 
Off," "Diamonds and Pearls," "3 Chains o' Gold," and "Sexy M.F.," collectively generating millions in sales. 

Scott’s ability to merge storytelling with commercial appeal is evident in his work with prestigious brands like NBC/
Universal, NASCAR, Ford, Budweiser, Pepsi, Target, Kumho Tires, Coors Light, General Motors, Chevy, Amtrak, and 
E.A. Sports. Collectively, his campaigns have contributed to Fortune 500 companies with a combined value exceeding 
$582 billion. Notably, this includes screen legend Paul Newman's selecting Scott to direct his final filmed appearance 
over Michael Bay. 

Demonstrating his multifaceted expertise, Scott conceived, wrote, directed, and shot the groundbreaking 70mm 
NASCAR experience films "100%" and "No Bull" for Thunder Theater. These innovative productions showcased in the 
world’s largest mobile theater and introduced cutting-edge effects that paved the way for today’s immersive 4D 
experiences. 

Scott’s talent has extended seamlessly into motion pictures, where he explores profound themes with an artistic 
vision uniquely his own. The pilot "Three Days Gone: Based on the Life of Lucas Snow" achieved 19 festival wins and 
28 nominations along with several other films and more awards. Currently, adapting transformative projects such as 
"Captain for Dark Mornings," based on Shad Meshad’s critically acclaimed book about PTSD during the Vietnam War as 
story writer/director, and the effects-driven action/horror feature "Infernal" and many more.

2025 Florence Film Awards, Best Picture Winner - 2025 Florence Film 
Awards, Best Short Documentary Winner - 2025 Paris Film Awards, 
Best Feature Documentary Winner - 2025 Florence Film Awards, Best 
Director Winner - 2025 New York Movie Awards, Best Director Winner 
- 2025 Grammy Awards/Contributor for Best Historical Album/Prince 
Diamonds and Pearls Super Deluxe Edition - 2025 Florence Film 
Awards - Best Director - 2025 New York Movie Awards Best Director - 
2024 Best Film Awards Best Promo - 2024 Hollywood Best Indie Film 
Awards, American Short Film Honorable Mention - 2024 Silver Screen 
Film Festival, Best Pilot Episode – Nominee - 2023 Brazil International 
Independent Film Festival - Won - July Award - Best Director - Medium 
Length Film - 2023 Tokyo International Short Film Festival - 
Nominated, Jury Prize- Best Music Video -  2023 Venice Indie Film 
Festival - Semi Finalist - Best International Short Film   2023 London 
International Film Festival Best Director Honorable Mention - 2022 
Latin America Film Awards HM Best Director - 2022 Swedish 
International Film Festival Winner Best Director – 2022 World Indie 
Film Awards Winner Best Editing - 2022 Palm Springs Shorts Winner 
Best Male Director - 2022 Austin International Art Festival Finalist Best 
Director - 2022 Brazil International Independent Film Festival Winner 
Best Director - 2021 Best Director Awards Nominated Best Director 
(London) – 2021 Athens International Art Film Festival  Winner Best 
Director - 2021 Global Shorts Winner Music Video - 2021 Best Director 
New Wave Film Festival (Munich) Winner Best Film - 2021 Best Music 
Video Award Winner Best Director - 2020 Summit International 
Emerging Markets Innovator Award Winner - 2021 International Short 
Film Awards Best Director - - 2021 Seoul International Short Film 
Festival Nominated International Short Film - 24-time TELLY Award 
Winner 2001-2021 - 2021 Tokyo International Film Festival Selection - 
2021 New York Tri State International Film Festival Selection - 2020 
Winter Film Festival Nominated Best Short - Cannes Lions 
International Festival of Creativity - Finalist - 2020 Chicago Indie Film 
Awards Semi Finalist - 2020 Toronto Film Channel Nominated Best 
Director - 2018 The Show Bronze - The New York Festivals Winner 
Gold World Medal - 2018 Prime Time EMMY Short List - 2020 
American Advertising Federation Awards Winner Music Video and 
Promotion - 2018 Film Shortage featured trailer - 2018 Amsterdam 
Film Festival - 2017 International Independent Film Festival Diamond 
Award - 2017 Dances With Films Nominated, 2020 Global Shorts: 
Finalist - 2020 Dumbo Film Festival: Semi Finalist - 2017 ADDY Silver, 
2017 TELLY Silver, 2017 International Independent Film Festival 
Diamond Award – 2016 First Glance Film Festival (winner/best trailer), 
Philadelphia - 2016 Best Shorts Festival Nominated - 2016 Accolade 
International Film Festival (winner) - 2016 Short Stop International Film 
Festival - 2016 London Short Stop Film Festival - 2016 Hollywood Real 
Independent Film Festival (best trailer) - 2016 Hollywood Film Festival 
(winner) - 2016 Access Code Film Festival finalist - 2015 EuroFest 
Selection - 2015 Fade In - Awards (finalist) - 6 ADDY’s Awards - 
Healthcare Awards of America Best of Show & Gold - The New York 
Festivals: Gold World Medal - 8 RIAA Gold videos for Prince - Bronze 
World Medal – 22 time TELLY Advertising Awards - Golden Cine Award 
- EFFIE Award – 2 time Summit Gold Award Winner - 2000 Vision 
Award - Sonoma Valley Film Festival finalist- Orinda Film Festival - 
Indie Producer Film Festival finalist - International Cinema and 
Technology World Tour - Festival International De Biarritz 2003 Jury 
Award - La Réalisation Integral Best Director - Circe de Ciurto (Italy) 
Best Short - 3-time AURORA winner - The New York Festivals 
Platinum/Best of Show & 2 time Silver Medals & Bronze Medal - 3-time 
CINDI gold awards - Intercom Awards: Silver Plaque - National ITVA: 
Bronze/Gold/Silver - US Int’l Film Festival: 2 Creative Excellence 
awards - ADWEEK Top Spots: 1998/1994 - AXIEM: Best of Show - ITVA 
3-time winner - 16-time Minnesota Music Video Awards - 3-time 
Director of the Year - and more.

200+ AWARDS - 
IF YOU’RE INTO 
THAT SORTA 

STUFF..
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SHAD MESHAD, LCSW, CTS, TFTdx / 2023 US Veteran’s Hall of Fame
For almost five decades, National Veterans Foundation (NFV) Founder and President Shad Meshad has worked as 
a therapist for veterans and an advocate for veterans’ rights.  After receiving his master’s degree in psychiatric 
social work from Florida State University, he enlisted in the army in 1970 and served as a counselor for U.S. 
soldiers in Vietnam. 

Upon his return to the U.S., Meshad founded and directed the Vietnam Veterans Re-Socialization Unit at the VA 
Hospital in Los Angeles. It was the first program of its kind, focusing on the readjustment problems of Vietnam 
veterans. During this time, Meshad was among the first to study the disorder now known as Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD). 

In 1978, he worked to develop and lobby for the National Vietnam Veterans Readjustment Bill. In 1979, Meshad founded the Vet Center 
Outreach Program, which now serves veterans in more than 300 locations across the country. 

In 1980, Meshad was nominated for the first Olin Teague Medal of Service Award. In 1982, he published a memoir of his experiences in 
Vietnam, entitled “CAPTAIN FOR DARK MORNINGS.”  In 1985, he founded the Vietnam Veterans Aid Foundation, which he later renamed the 
National Veterans Foundation. 

He has served on the faculty of the International Critical Incident Foundation; as President and Board 
Member of the Association of Traumatic Stress Specialists; and, was recently appointed to the Board 
of Directors of the Green Cross Project. 

Today, Meshad consults and teaches stress reduction and anger management techniques to mental 
health, law enforcement, and critical incident professionals through Quantum Performance institute, 
a firm he established in 2001. He continues his work with veterans in the Los Angeles area, helping 
them through the process of healing and readjustment and is a regular contributor to the Huffington 
Post raising awareness about issues returning veterans’ face.
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Budget 58.8MM  
WW Gross $547 Million 

ROI 930% 
Academy Nominations: 

Picture 
Actor 

Screenplay  
Editing 
Sound 

Sound Editing (WIN) 

Budget 15MM 
WW Gross $49.2 Million 

ROI 228% 
Academy Nominations: 

Picture (WIN) 
Director (WIN) 

Actor 
Screenplay (WIN)  

Editing (WIN) 
Cinematography 

Sound (WIN) 
Sound Editing (WIN) 

Original Score 

Budget 14MM 
WW Gross $161 Million 

ROI 1,150% 
Academy Nominations: 

Picture  
Director (WIN) 

Actor 
Screenplay 

Editing (WIN) 
Sound  

Original Score 

Budget 3MM 
WW Gross $109 Million 

ROI 3,637% 
Academy Nominations: 

Picture (WIN) 
Director (WIN) 

Actor (WIN) 
Screenplay (Win) 

Actress (WIN) 
Editing  

Supporting Actor 
Cinematography 

Score 

Budget 3.5MM 
WW Gross $82 Million 

ROI 2,331% 
Academy Nominations: 

Picture  
Director  

Supporting Actress 
Screenplay (WIN) 

Editing 

Budget 6MM 
WW Gross $139 Million 

ROI 2,309% 
Academy Nominations: 

Picture (WIN) 
Director (WIN) 

Supporting Actor 
Supporting Actor 

Screenplay  
Editing (WIN) 

Cinematography 
Sound (WIN)

SIMILAR F ILMS -  COMPARABLES 
I n f l a t i o n  n o t  a d j u s t e d ,  P / A  v a l u e s  u n a v a i l a b l e
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NANCY FROESCHLE 
SCREENWRITER 

Nancy Froeschle is a visual artist turned 
screenwriter. Her scripts are often moody 
pieces based on true events or dark 
dramedies. All are about broken 
protagonists wrestling with impossible 
odds, who learn that only by helping others 
can they change. Among other honors, she 
is a Nicholl Fellowships finalist for The 
Greater Glory, a Top Gun for WWI true story 

about the first fighter pilot to win the Medal Of Honor. Her co-
written, Cold War dark dramedy series, Spy Cat, is repped by 
Bohemia Group. And her optioned thriller, The Restoration, 
won first place in the Writers Digest Screenplay Competition. 
Nancy is forever grateful for being chosen to adapt Captain 
For Dark Mornings.

“You have such a GREAT 
Script!  ‘Captain for Dark 
Mornings’ is fantastic - 
some Savvy Person IS 
going to make your FILM 
HAPPEN!”  

Howard E. Smith 
Film Editor 

“Captain For Dark Mornings” Screenplay Awards 
2022 Emerging Screenplay Quarter-Finalist 

2021 Stage 32 Diversity Springboard Semi-Finalist 
2020 Fade In Awards True Story/Biopic Nominee 

2019 Semi-Finalist Fade In Awards winner
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“Just finished your terrific 
script. It was so enthralling 
that I read it straight 
through. The first 30 pages 
were incredibly intense… 
This is a must script to be 
made. Thailand would work 
perfectly for 90% of the 
production with an added 
bonus of 30% tax break”  

Nigel Wooll 
Producer



“ I T  D O  M E A N  S O M E T H I N ’ ” -  S H A D  M E S H A D
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CONTACT 
Scott McCullough 

director.scott@gmail.com       
310-437-3518 

GOFFLAW.COM 
ROGER GOFF 

REPRESENTATIVE/LEGAL 
424-265-0003

Captain for Dark Mornings is a feature film in search of a leading industry producer or 
production company to secure full funding and distribution. The estimated production 
schedule spans 39 days, with a budget around $20 million, including 33 days in Thailand—
where unbeatable exchange rates apply—and 6 days in Los Angeles with modest talent 
costs. 

Preliminary Below the Line (BTL) costs for the Thailand segment, covering crew, gear, 
accommodations, exterior and interior sets (including partial facades of the Vietnam 95th 
base), jungles, stunts, mechanical effects, props, vehicles, and extras, are projected at $7 
million for the 33-day shoot (budget details available upon request). 

The remaining budget will encompass Above the Line (ATL) costs for cast, key crew, CGI 
effects, post-production, scoring, and Virtual Production assets set in 1973 Venice, CA. 

Filming in authentic locations ensures a cinematic experience infused with visceral energy 
and uncompromising authenticity. Enhanced by cutting-edge CGI technology, Captain for 
Dark Mornings promises to deliver a powerful and unforgettable tribute to our war heroes. 

Clean, singular chain of title and life-rights held by Scott McCullough.
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C A P T A I N  F O R  D A R K  M O R N I N G S

mailto:director.scott@gmail.com
http://GOFFLAW.COM

